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SUBJECT: PREMIER S VIEWS ON VOA'S COVERAGE OF BELIZE 

1 . I HAVE JUST RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL FROM PREMIER GEORGE 
PRICE WHO I HAVE LEARNED FROM PAST EXPERIENCE IS A DEVOTED 
LISTENER TO THE BUENOS DIAS VOICE OF AMERICA PROGRAM. 

2. THE PURPOSE OF THE PREMIER'S CALL WAS TO INQUIRE WHETHER 
IT WAS A FACT THAT THE POLICY GOVERNING THE CONTENT OF THE 
BUENOS DIAS VOA PROGRAM WAS TO PRETEND THAT BELIZE DID NOT 
EXIST. HE NOTED THAT IN ALL THE RECENT COVERAGE OF THE 
GUATEMALAN EARTHQUAKE AND SUBSEQUENT RELIEF EFFORTS THERE 
HAD BEEN NO REFERENCE AT ALL TO BELIZE DESPITE THE FACT THAT 
THE EARTHQUAKE WAS ALSO FELT HERE AND THE FACT THAT BELIZE 
HAS BEEN PARTICIPATING IN THE SUBSEQUENT RELIEF EFFORT. 

3. I ASSURED THE PREMIER THAT THERE WAS NO SUCH POLICY AND 
THAT THE ABSENCE OF ANY COVERAGE OF BELIZE DURING THIS 
PERIOD WAS UNDOUBTEDLY DUE TO THE FACT THAT NO NEWSWORTHY 
EVENTS INVOLVING BELIZE HAD COME TO THE VOA'S ATTENTION. HOW- 
EVER. I AGREED TO RELAY HIS INQUIRY TO THE OFFICIALS OF THE 
VOA. 
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4. PREMIER PRICE IS IN MY OPINION UNDULY SENSITIVE TO THE SMALL 
ROLE HIS COUNTRY PLAYS IN THE NEWSWORTHY EVENTS OF THE HEMISPHERE. 
HOWEVER, SINCE HE HAS MADE THIS REPRESENTATION TO ME, IT WOULD BE 
BENEFICIAL TO THE US POSITION HERE IF, WITHIN THE NEXT DAY OR TWO, 
SOME COVERAGE OF BELIZE COULD BE INCLUDED IN THE BUENOS DIAS 
PROGRAM. THE FOLLOWING MAY PROVIDE THE NECESSARY MATERIAL FOR 
SUCH A REFERENCE: "BELIZE ASSISTS IN EARTHQUAKE RELIEF EFFORT. 
ALTHOUGH THERE EXISTS A SERIOUS TERRITORIAL DISPUTE BETWEEN 
BELIZE AND GUATEMALA, THE GOVERNMENT OF BELIZE HAS ESTABLISHED 
A FUND FOR THE RELIEF OF EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS TO WHICH BELIZEANS 
ARE CONTRIBUTING GENEROUSLY. ALSO THERE HAVE BEEN MONEY AND 
SUPPLIES SENT TO THE VICTIMS OF THE EARTHQUAKE BY LIONS CLUB AND 
OTHER GROUPS IN BELIZE WTICH HAVE BEEN CHANNELED THROUGH THE 
GUATEMALAN CONSULATE GENERAL HERE." 
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